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The enslavement of African Americans in the south.
Introduction
The expansion of slavery in the United States that occurred between the writing of the constitution in 1787 and the outbreak of the Civil war in 1861 had enormous consequences for all Americans and, more so, the slaves. During the times of enslavement, there existed different labor regimes depending on the type of cash crops grown in the areas.  For example, in the south where cotton was being grown, there existed a labor system where men, women, and children provided skilled labor, as it is stated, "from his cabin on Mary lands eastern shore, he had seen a brighter future, true, he was enslaved, like his wife and children.” Slavery was promoted by slave traders who made slaves more readily available to the labor agents. The slaves were purchased as per the case of Charles Ball and matched to the cotton plantation while chained on their wrists to the new cotton-growing areas opened up. It’s clear that even after the invention of the cotton gin by Eli Whitney, which made cotton production more efficient, the cotton-growing along the Atlantic was done by the enslaved Africans done unaided by machines. Again, the densely forested areas of Carolina and Alabama clearing was done by the enslaved.
 Labor provision was not an easy task for the enslaved. In the south, laborers were divided into dozens, each under a captain. There emerged the pushing men like the Ball owner whose right hand had written the instructions for the overseers. Laborers were to work at a high pace while matching, and no lagging behind was allowed since work scores were taken simultaneously. The enslaved were denied some meals forcing them to cut huge breakfast meals, passing out cold meals on the fields, and also defiling an older laborer so that he can cook supper for the other workers so that they could work till dark. In the rice swamps and cotton growing in the low country, the enslaved laborers enjoyed a little freedom compared to those in the south. Supervision of work was done by drivers though there were some aspects of violence where the shooting of workers was occurring in the field, the enslaved laborers had to furnish a fixed quantity of labor. Individualized paces were evident even though whipping was done to the laborers who fought back to the masters. The enslaved toiled in small groups, as not the case in the south. Life was made miserable when the laborers were separated from their families.
Cotton growth increased vehemently in the new areas that were opened up and even in the south. The increased cotton production was accelerated by the new inventions in the field of Agriculture. This was due to the invention of the cotton gin by Eli Whitney. This machine caused a revolution in the production of cotton in the southern united states. Growing and cultivating cotton became a lucrative and less labor-intensive cash crop, contributing immensely to the cotton production in the south. Many migrants were recruited in the cotton farms and were forced to adapt to the conditions up there in the plantations. This led to the massive production of the bigger percent of cotton sold in Britain.
Taking into consideration, the positive aspects brought about by increased cotton, the American entrepreneurs set up large textile industries, which they dominated in the world markets. This was because the cotton commodity was essential in the industrial revolution. This move meant the southerners to begin using their political, military, and financial power to get more cotton and labor, as highlighted. “To do so they began by using political, military and financial power to get more land and labor, for example, they began taking land from the Indians, developing a set of new slave trades to transport captives to the frontiers.” The southerners and their allies began dispossessing the European empires. Five out of the six states with the highest average high incomes were in the belt of cotton growing. The three million white people in the cotton-growing areas were the highest per capita income in the USA. The rich brought the post-structuralism ideas that were inspired by Karl Marx and Sigmund Freud. Poststructuralism brought the ideas of western ideas, which carried insults in flags, and proposed that a unified system of knowledge as possible.
According to the southerners, power-knowledge was a will that aimed at convincing every object of the rule that it is exactly what the grids map it as being. Modernity was made and was made by discourses of power, but everywhere that the society and state tied to enact those discourses, people pushed back the disciplining grid. The rich from the south developed theories that gave the direct application of right-handed power as a technique for organizing and controlling human behavior. Even though much of the history of enslavement has not been revealed, Edwards’s work on slave labor provides a gist of the real situations that the slaves faced in the cotton plantations and the whole enslavement movement.








References
Edward E. Baptist, “Towards a Political Economy of Slave Labor:  Hands, Whipping-Machines, and Modern Power,” in Sven Beckert and Seth Rockman, eds., Slavery’s Capitalism.  A New History of American Economic Development.  Philadelphia:  University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016, pp. 31-61.
